
 
 
 
 
 
Nickel use in the European Union  
 
The use of nickel is regulated in products which are intended to come into prolonged and 
direct contact with the skin as it may cause an allergic reaction. 
 
 
The Legislation  
 
The legislation originates from a European Directive in 1994, and applies to products inserted 
into a body piercing, and those intended to come into direct and prolonged contact with the 
skin. This was finally adopted into UK Law as "The Dangerous Substances and Preparations 
(Nickel) (Safety) Regulations 2000". The 2000 Regulations have since been revoked and 
replaced with � The Dangerous Substances and Preparations (Nickel) (Safety) Regulations 
2005� , enforceable from 1st September 2005. 
 
Under the 2005 legislation any manufacturer, importer, wholesaler or retailer in the 
supply chain will commit an offence if: 
 
They sell a post assembly intended to be inserted into a pierced part of the human body 
unless the rate of nickel release from the post assembly is less than 0.2 
microgrammes/cm2/week. 
 
They sell jewellery items, including certain metal clothing fasteners, if the rate of nickel 
release from those parts of the product which come into direct and prolonged contact with the 
skin is greater than 0.5 microgrammes/cm2/week.  
 
They sell any jewellery items, including certain metal clothing fasteners, where these have a 
non-nickel coating unless the coating is sufficient to ensure that the rate of nickel release from 
those parts of the product which come into direct and prolonged contact with the skin does 
not exceed 0.5 microgrammes/cm2/week for a period of at least two years normal use of the 
product.  
 
All Metaza.com pendants and chains are free from nickel. 


